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PREFACE

— 0 e

THIS werk is an Exegesis of the Atthasélini, the Commentary
of the ‘‘Dhammasangani” the Ist of the 7 Books of the
Abhidhamma, We find from its concluding verses that it
was written by an erudite monk of the name of NANAEITTI
who lived at the Panasarfma monastury close to Abhinawapura,
and this monastery, tradition asserts, - was built by a King of
Ceylon. It is not known who this king was, but we safely
conjecture that it must have been Sri Parakrama Bihu of
Polonnaruwa who was noted for his successful foreign invasions.
The Panasarima monastery was founded in the Haribunja
territory of Lawva,

This work we presume, will he of use to the student of the
Abhidhamma as its explanation - of the difficult phrases and
grammatical terms will help him to understand the text easily.

The manuscript of this book with some other rare works
was presented in the year of Buddha 2425 by ' His Supreme
Majesty Childlankara the present reigning king of Siam * to
Bulatgama Dhammélankiira Sthavira to be used in  Ceylon.
They are in the custody of Edmund Gooneratne Mudaliyar of
Galle, and access is allowed to all students to refer to them’
or take copies of them. » A

As the manuscripts are in Cambodian characters, and as it
is costly to have them copied in Singhalese, it is proposed to

* We had the honour of accompanying our tutor on & visit
to Siam recently, and of having a personal interview with
this king. His Majesty with his well known liberality defrayed
the expenses of our voyage, and caused special facilities to be
afforded us of worshipping the Maniratana and other noted
shrines of his kingdom.



have all ‘these copies printed in this manner with the aid
of subscriptions. One thousand copies of the present work
have been struck off for distribution amongst the subscribers,
As the MSS. have been copied and collated by transcribers
who are ignorant of the language, they are not free from
clerical and other errors, and we are by no means sure whether
this work, with the revision it has undergone is completely
correct, We commend it to the learned for further scrutiny.

&, PAINTASRBIREIARA,

)
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